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Thank you to Mead’s Construction for 

generously donating new fencing for the 

garden area. With the garden makeover 

Gardening Club are undertaking, we are 

sure the area will be a calm and relaxing 

sanctuary for the children to enjoy. 

Back to School with a Big Bang! 

The first week back is always a whirlwind of activity and this time even more so with a 

whole school STEM day on the Friday. Learn by Design led a day of workshops in every class 

which culminated in a Science live show in the afternoon. There were robot wars and 

circuit building going on in KS2 and there were lots of ‘oohs’ and ‘aahhs’ in KS1 as the 

children were so 

engaged in all the 

activities. It was 

wonderful to see 

the awe, wonder 

and excitement 

generated from this 

event.  

A Pat on the Back for Swaffham Prior! 

Many of you will have seen the Cambridge 

evening News reports on the ‘best’ and ‘worst’ 

schools in Cambridgeshire. Of course we are 

very proud to be listed as 12th this year which 

is in stark contrast to being on the ‘worst top 

ten’ in the previous year! However, as I’m sure 

you are aware, this is a rather crude compari-

son of a school’s success and we are continu-

ing to work tirelessly on school improvement 

in many areas to develop our school to meet 

the needs of all our learners and improve our 

attendance figures amongst other targets.  

There are a number of projects which we are working on and events coming up which we 

hope will develop our provision so that pupils become independent, resilient and engaged 

learners who can achieve their potential. Look out for more information on Book Week 

(2.3.20) and our reading engagement initiatives as well as new clubs coming soon and most 

importantly please, please let us know your thoughts and ideas on what else we can do to 

keep improving.  

Powerful Words Project 

We are participating in a DfE vocabulary 
development initiative. Each week children 
in KS2 are taught several new words, their 
synonyms and collocations. Children are 
challenged to discuss them and use the 
words in their own talk. We will be very 
interested to hear your thoughts on this and  
whether you notice an improvement in 
their vocabulary! This week’s words are 

Insatiable, Tempestuous, Brazen.  
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Congratulations to…. 

Jacob achieved a bronze 

award in Cubs 

Rosie gained stage 6 swimming 

Holly for achieving all stages in Gymnastics 

Mary for achieving Grade 8 in Gymnastics 

Tia for completing all swimming stages 

Lorelei’s team won in basketball 

Scarlet can ride her bike without stabilisers 

Molly moved up a grade in music 

Barney won a football trophy 

Diary Dates 

5.2.20  Building Confidence Workshop  - 

please come! 

10.2.20 and 13.2.20  Parent Consultations 

17 to 21.2.20     HALF TERM 

2.3.20    BOOK WEEK 

20.3.20—Y3/4 Bikeability 

23—26.3.20 Y5/6 Bikeability 

2.4.20 Last day of term 

Seedlings Café Dates 

The cafes are from 8.45 to 10.00am and an 
opportunity for parents/ grandparents/ 
anyone to come along and share some 
activities with your children. 
Hedgehogs - Tuesday 28th January (as 
confirmed by Mrs Cranness) 
Swifts - Tuesday 25th February  
Bees - Tuesday 10th March                
Butterflies - Tuesday 17th March  

Small Pool Operators Course  

30th & 31st March or 5th & 6th May  

As you are aware, we are able to operate the pool thanks to our parent volunteers. After 

many years of service, Mr Charlesworth and Mr Sheldrick  have stepped down from this role 

and we are in desperate need of additional pool carers to keep it running this summer.  If 

you’re thinking about volunteering  as one of your new year’s resolutions then perhaps this 

is the job for you! Please let the office know and they can give you more details regarding 

this vital role. 

‘By the end of the course successful candidates will be able to demonstrate an understand-

ing of the design and operation of their own school pool including the circulation, filtration, 

disinfection, pH correction and heating of pool water. They will know how to maintain water 

that is in ‘balance' and which is safe and pleasant to swim in. Candidates will be able to use 

correct techniques to test pool water and understand the remedial action required to restore 

ideal conditions so that their pupils are safe.’  

Safety First 

Last week I received a concerned email 
from a member of the public. When riding 
past on their bike, a child stepped out from 
between two cars onto the road. They were 
unaware of the traffic on the road. Luckily, 
the cyclist was able to swerve to avoid what 
could have been a nasty accident. Please 
encourage your children to be very careful 
when crossing the road.  

Stained Glass installation 

Take a look at the win-
dow panes now in-
stalled in St. Mary’s 
church. They look 
amazing; we are so 
pleased to have been 
involved in such a sig-
nificant community 
event! 

Fancy Picture Frames 

We are going to set up a gallery  of chil-

dren’s art work and Miss Foster would really 

appreciate any  donations of  ‘fabulously 

fancy’ picture frames! Thank you. 


